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INTRODUCTION
History of Westmount
In 1904, the City of Edmonton came into being and its western boundary was defined by what is now known as 127 Street.
Groat Estates (immediately east of Groat Ravine and north of the North Saskatchewan River valley) was annexed in 1904
and then another section in 1910 and is part of the Westmount neighbourhood. Great West Land Company sold most of the
lots available and homes built in Westmount at the time were, for the most part, built between 1912 and 1925 and many
are architecturally significant. This was because of a stipulation that, depending on the location, homes could not be valued
less than $3,000 - $5000, a considerable amount at the time1. In 1952, 700 city-owned lots west of 127 Street were sold in
the wake of renewed prosperity post WW11 and the community expanded to what it is today.
Plaque Program
The purpose of the plaque initiative is to celebrate the history of Westmount and highlight to residents and visitors alike
how the community of Westmount contributed to the growth and diversity within Edmonton over the last century. This
self-guided walking map reflects the first 47 homes that applied for a plaque and we hope you find it as interesting as we
do. This initiative will ultimately allow us to celebrate 150 homes in the community. Stay tuned for updated maps in the
coming years.
For more information on projects being undertaken by the Westmount Heritage Committee or to apply for a heritage
plaque, please visit:
http://www.westmountcommunityleague.com/heritage or contact us by email at: westmountheritage@gmail.com
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information they may discover about their home or its occupants. This information may be used in future product
development.
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Westmount/Inglewood Historic Resources Inventory. Final Report, August 2012 (available from the Historic Committee)
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1.

E. W. Hillyer

1934

11010 122 Street
Mr. Hillyer was a resident at this location for 1 – 2 years then moved. At the time he was a
cabinet maker. The current owners of this house and the one next door at 11006 – 122
Street say it is likely the two residents worked on houses together….one as a labourer, the
other as a cabinet maker. Both these houses were likely built by the same person/people
as their layout is the same. However, this house has not undergone the extension
renovations/additions its neighbour has had over the years.

2.
1933

John MacInnes
11006 122 Street
John MacInnes applied for a building permit in June 1933 for a house with a value of
$1,800. He obviously got the house built quickly as it appeared in the 1934
Henderson’s Directory. Mr. MacInnes was the first occupant and was a labourer. By
1936 Reg Brick took up residence and remained there for 6 years during which time he
was a clerk, then stockman at Edmonton Motors. Up to 1987, the house had 12
owners the majority of whom have been blue collared workers.
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3.

Michael Bloomfield

1914

10916 122 Street

Michael Bloomfield appears to be the first resident of this address. In 1914 Henderson’s Directory does not record his
occupation; but in 1915 it shows he was an assistant city collector. By 1916, he had moved residences and Frank Dotten,
who was an operator for Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, moved in.
In 1914, the City of Edmonton’s population grew by 30 times when it amalgamated
with Strathcona and the village of North Edmonton. “Building infrastructure and
operating costs were prohibitive for all three municipalities during the boom. It was
believed that working together rather than competing would lower costs.”
“Rampant speculation by national and international interests inflated property values.
That all came to a spectacular end in 1913 with the slowdown of immigration and lack
of outside investments. The First World War began in 1914, and by 1920, the City had
become the owner of 70,000 lots due to tax defaults”. One can’t help but wonder if the
original owner was still a city collector.

4.
1915

Aubrey Connell
10729 123 Street
This 1913 two-storey residence is a wood frame construction building in a Foursquare
design. It has original horizontal wood siding on the lower level, and wood shingles on
the upper level, gable peaks, and verandah. On the original building permit, the house
was valued at $2,000 which was low for the area and likely reflected that it was a
simple design.
Mr. Connell was the first to occupy this home which is on the City of Edmonton Historic
Resources Inventory. He shared the house with his brother Gordon Connell, a traveller
(salesman) with National Drug and Chemical Company. Mr. Connell established a
builders’ hardware and sporting goods store in 1911; by 1916, he founded Cornell and
Grigg Hardware. There was a rapid succession of occupants that followed.

Stanley & Elizabeth Long lived here however for 25+ years from 1928 to 1944 and then
again after 1949 for several years. Stanley was a stationary engineer but during the
depression changed jobs frequently. Elizabeth was a seamstress and helped keep the family afloat during difficult times.
The current owners have had Stanley and Elizabeth’s grandchildren visit as recently as June 2018 and heard several stories
of life in Westmount. Interestingly, Stanley and Elizabeth named two of their children Stanley and Elizabeth and they, in
turn, named their children the same. One can imagine the looks trying to decipher who was really being called during family
gatherings!
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5. John A. Cullens
1916

10931 123 Street
John Alexander Cullens was a contractor who along with his partner and neighbour,
Lindsay Eby, bought and sold several lots around Westmount from as early as 1912. Mr.
Cullins completed building this residence in 1916 and resided in the home for six years
selling in 1923. Mr. Cullens lived in Edmonton until his death at the age of 91; his wife,
Louise Maude Alice Cullens, lived to be 105 years. Both are buried in Edmonton.

The 2nd occupant, Norman MacPherson, was a civil engineer employed as a bridge
engineer by the province of Alberta. Mr. Alex Stockwell purchased the home in 1940
facilitating a short commute to his position as the Principal of Sherbrooke School, now
Aurora Charter School. In 1946 Mr. Harry Spellman and his wife Bernice purchased 10931
123 Street and raised their family here. An artist and sign-maker, Mr. Spellman spent
hours in his sun-drenched studio on the second floor (now a sun-drenched ensuite
bathroom). The current owners learned of this and other stories from the Spellman children who made a trip up from Red
Deer to see their old home. They were happy to see their childhood playhouse built in 1938 still standing in the backyard.
Significant renovations, including a new foundation, have been completed since its purchase in 2012. Interestingly, when
dismantling the original brick chimney, a newspaper article from July 25 th, 1914 was discovered wherein the headline asked
readers, “Will Austro-Servia Imbroglio Involve Other European Countries?”

6.
1914

Lindsay C. Eby
10935 123 Street
The 1914 Eby residence located at 10935-123 St. is significant as an early example of
wood frame construction, and for its modified Foursquare design. This residence is one of
many similar modified Foursquare residences built in the West End during the first
quarter of the 20th century. There are open verandahs on two levels of the house facing
east and west. The house was owner-built. This residence is on the Inventory of Historic
Resources in Edmonton. Although there have been some minor renovations, it is much as
it was in 1914.

Lindsay C. Eby, an Edmonton contractor (Eby & Cullens), received building permit 2462/13
on November 7, 1913, for a dwelling valued at $3,500 to be built on Lots 16-17, Block 56
in the Inglewood Survey (now designated as part of the Westmount neighbourhood). In
1914 Eby was the first occupant. Interestingly, his partner in his Contracting firm, John
Cullens, bought the lot directly south of Eby’s making Eby and Cullens business partners
and neighbours. A variety of owners occupied the home during the last century. For decades this home was a rental
property. Of note was one family who rented the home for 17 years. The current owners have lived here for over 25 years.

Page | 8

7.
1931

Russell Stewart
10990 123 Street

On June 20th, 1930 Russell W Stewart received approval for construction of a home at 10990-123 Street. The layout for the
home’s main floor were hand drawn on the back of a map of Europe which was also hand drawn. Mr. Stewart was listed as
both owner and contractor for this home valued at $4,500.
The house was completed in 1931 and Mr. Stewart and his family moved in and called
it home for the next 7 years. Mr. Stewart was a switchman with Canadian Northern
Railway whose transcontinental line arrived in Edmonton in 1905. Along with other
railways (Edmonton Yukon and Pacific Railway [1902]and the Grand Trunk Pacific
Railway [1908]) the railway was the biggest reason for development up to 1913. By the
time Mr. Stewart moved in, the railway was well established and critical to expansion
and industry to both the City and more rural areas in the west.
In 1938, A. J. Lowe became the owner. He was a Department Manager at Eaton's. The
house was again sold in 1939 and remained in the hands of the same family until
1986...47 years. The owner this time was Arthur Beresford (Barry) McKim. A 1958
article in the Edmonton Journal announced the sudden passing of Mr. McKim at the
age of 61 from a heart attack. At his time of death, Mr. McKim was the Vice Principal at
Ross Sheppard Composite High. Prior to that, he was on the teaching staff at Westglen, McCauley, McDougall, Parkdale,
Victoria High and Westmount High schools.
His widow, Margaret Winnifred, remained in the home until 1986 when it was sold to Mr. Glyn Davies and his wife.
Neighbours have said that the Davies did extensive restoration to the home. The current owners became stewards of this
jewel in 1996.

8.
1914

William Krankenhagen
11034 123 Street
In 1913, the second house on the west side of what was then 23 rd Street was built on
a large 50 x 150 foot lot. In 1914, William Krankenhagen, a German born (b. 1885)
immigrant, became the first of several residents living at this address over the years.
He only stayed a year before moving on. He had come to Alberta in 1904 at the age
of 19 years. Mr. Krankenhagen was a notary public but, more interestingly, the
President and Manager of the Alberta Herold.
The first German language newspaper in Alberta, the Alberta Herold was founded in
1903, published between 1905 – 1915, re-surfaced in 1931 and then again from
1937 – 1939. The owners felt it had an important role to play for the preservation of
German language and culture in Canada. The paper was pro-Liberal in its
orientation. The Alberta Herold wrote about current events in Europe, commented
on what was happening in North America, and ran columns and letters from readers
in rural Alberta. (Source: Overview of the Immigration history of Alberta’s Germanspeaking Communities, Part 1).
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In the last months before the outbreak of WWI the paper ran into financial difficulty because it was virtually impossible to
obtain advertising. It soon got into difficulties because of what was perceived by the English-language media and some
politicians as pro-German coverage of the War. The Courier, located in Winnipeg, decided to continue to publish (and send
their paper to Alberta); however, from September 1918 on, they published in English. On July 24, 1918,
the Courier reported that "William Krankenhagen, former editor of the Alberta Herold, was arrested in his hometown of St.
Paul. He is accused of having sent goods to Germany via Mexico and will now be interned for the duration of the war."
When the current owners saved this home from the wrecking ball, they had no idea they would be in the home for 29 years
and counting! They hope to keep the house in the family for years to come. There isn’t an inch of the home that hasn’t
needed some TLC as over the years they feel there were 15 – 20 owners including the former city councillor, Wendy
Kinsella.

9.
1912

Joseph O. Stein
11014 125 Street
This house is on the inventory of historic resources for the City. It shows as
being built in 1912 but the first occupant is recorded in 1913. The house is a
2 storey Craftsman style with a verandah and at the time was only one of
four houses on this side of the block

Joseph O. Stein was a salesman for Hamilton – Milne Company in 1913. They
were a retail Clothiers & Outfitters store located at 42 Jasper Avenue. Mr.
Stein did change jobs frequently but that was common at the time due to the
onset of World War 1 and people leaving Edmonton to serve the nation, the
recession, the Spanish Flu epidemic and other social and economic activities that impacted citizens from all walks of life.
Mr. Stein lived here from 1913 to at least 1955. He retired in 1943. Mrs. J. O. Stein is shown in Henderson’s Directory as
living here in 1948 and then in 1949 it shows her as “widow”. These long time Westmount residents certainly would have
seen a lot of change during their time in our neighbourhood.

10.
1913

Chester & Beulah Roberts
10998 125 Street

A trip through the photo room at the Provincial Archives uncovers an early
photo of a 1 ½ storey house at 1596 – 25th Street (originally St. Catherine
Street). It was later this year that Edmonton changed to a numerical system
of street ID. The caragana bushes now sheltering the house don’t exist and
the property is open to the elements. The 1913 fire map shows there are still
a few empty lots south (and north) of the house and only four houses existed
on the west side of the next block between 110 and 111 Avenue. The Albany
Apartments (named for Albany Avenue which became 110 Avenue) were
directly across the street on the southeast corner.
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The first occupants of this home were husband and wife, Chester and Beulah Roberts. Chester was originally shown as
being in real estate and a financial broker but overtime he and Beulah became owners of the Lincoln Hotel which Beulah
managed. It is this period of their life that we want to showcase here.
The Lincoln Hotel was built in 1912 and was located at 103 Ave and 97 Street. It was originally known as the Castle Hotel.
While it has yet to be confirmed, there were two Castle Hotels (the other was directly east of the Leland Hotel) which is
probably what precipitated the name change. The Lincoln Hotel was a 4 storey brick building with ~70 rooms. It was
demolished in 1974.

11.
1913

Julian Garrett
10968 125 Street

Julian Garrett was a resident in this great example of a 4 square house from 1916 – 1921. Born in Hyde Park,
Massachusetts, he attended Harvard then began his career as an assistant instructor at the Harvard Engineering Camp and
in 1906, became resident engineer for the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway.
Mr. Garrett came to Edmonton in 1911 during the real estate boom and had a series of
jobs managing a real estate business, then joining Northwestern Utilities as manager of
its land department then subsequently becoming vice-president. He moved to
Barbados in 1951 when appointed the director of petroleum and natural gas for that
country.
Professionally, Julian Garrett contributed extensively to the Association of Professional
Engineers of Alberta (now APEGGA) serving as both VP and President. He was also
president of the Canadian Gas Association in 1939 and contributed to other
associations. He was a strong supporter of the arts and in 1948 received the Edmonton
Junior Chamber of Commerce Citizenship Award for “outstanding voluntary service to
the community, freely and unselfishly given”.
Never to waste a moment, Mr. Garrett also designed the Highlands Golf Club course as
well as other golf courses around the province. He passed away in 1971 in Victoria
where he had resided for four years.
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12.
1913

Tony & Margaret Tusor
10965 125 Street
The Henderson’s Directory shows that in 1912, there was no development on this block of
what was called 25th Street. By 1913, six new houses were on this block alone (4 of which
were unoccupied, including this house, but ready for residency). The 1913 Fire Map however,
does show a few more houses than this.
In 1914, Melvin Scott, who was a salesman for the Doherty Piano Company, becomes the first
occupant of this house. He was followed by other short-term residents until 1924 when
George and Christina Turnbull called this house, home, for 18 years.

The homeowners have chosen to honour other long-time residents, Tony and Margaret
Tusor, who lived here for 47 years from 1962 – 2009. Margaret was interviewed as part of an
Edmonton Journal article on the 100th anniversary of the house in 2013 and it was then that the current homeowner
learned more.
The Tusor’s came from Hungary and in 1960 bought the house for $12,000. They owned and operated the Drake Hotel
Coffee Shop which was an Edmonton landmark. At times, Margaret had to work at as many as three jobs to make ends
meet. The current owners undertook a major restoration of the home starting in 2009 and one of the many discoveries was
the total lack of insulation in the walls. It is difficult to fathom how Tony and Margaret managed the cold Edmonton
weathers with only their coal-burning gravity furnace!
The house is a fine example of a 2 storey Foursquare design with a full front open verandah. The interior has 4 bedrooms
and features the original hardware and windows.

13.
1923

Howard Publicover
10943 125 Street
The last thing you would expect to see in the middle of land-locked
Edmonton is a fisherman, but that’s what Howard Publicover was. He
was the first occupant of this lovely 1923 home named “The May
Cottage” by the current owners. In the 1925 Henderson’s Directory,
we also see John D. Publicover of McInnes Fish Company (McInnes
Products Corp) and we are assuming that is who Howard worked for
and that John was a relative. The family originally came from Nova
Scotia.

The history of this company shows it had equipment needed to
handle fish (did processing/freezing on barges that travelled on the
water) when there were no roads or railways, and this became key
when others wanted to make commercial fishing possible on Greater Slave Lake. The company was previously operating on
Lake Athabasca but moved operations to Greater Slave Lake when the opportunity arose. This firm also experimented with
the transportation of fish by air but abandoned the idea as unprofitable.
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14.
1914

Frank Tossell
10920 125 Street

Frank Tossell was the first occupant of this two-storey wood frame construction home built in a Foursquare design. It has
horizontal wood siding on the lower level and wood shingle siding on the upper level, verandah, and dormer window. The
building has an open verandah with a shed roof and a distinctive offset pediment gable. It is significant as it represents a
popular design built in residential neighbourhoods like Westmount before and during WWI, often for people with resources
to have their houses built rather than build them themselves.
Mr. Tossell (b. ~1872, England) was a bookkeeper for James Ramsey Ltd and lived in this
house from 1914 until the mid-1950s. he later worked as the Secretary Treasurer of
Johnstone-Walker, and as an accountant for Champion Parcel Delivery. He retired in
1942. Archival records show Mr. Tossell was married (Helen) and had 4 children (3 sons
and 1 daughter).
James Ramsey Ltd department store contributed to the success of Edmonton in the early
years and so is significant to mention in this story. This store specialized in food,
clothing, prescription drug and stationery. It continued to grow, eventually
commissioning its own building…the Ramsey Building. In 1928, James Ramsey sold his
business to T. Eaton Company.

15.
1913

Harold Deeton
10908 125 Street

Harold Deeton (1882 – 1969) was the 3rd resident in this house (1915 – 1920) while the first two each lived here one year.
Harold was married to Mary McCauley and had 3 children. We’ve chosen to profile Harold due to his unique and interesting
contributions to the growth of athletics in Edmonton.
Work-wise, Harold moved up from the ranks from being a clerk at the Supreme Court (1914) to a bookkeeper to finally, an
accountant at Dunlop Tire & Rubber Company from 1917 – 1934. It is likely this stable job that allowed him to engage in his
love for sports!
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Mr. Deeton was a professional ice hockey player and curler. He played professional
hockey for the Edmonton Professionals, a team within the Alberta Professional Hockey
League (APHL) for the 1907 - 08 season. They competed twice for the Stanley Cup
including in 1910 against the Ottawa Senators and again in 1923 against the Montreal
Wanderers. At that time, the Edmonton hockey team was called the Edmonton Eskimos!
He also won the Macdonald Brier for curling in 1933. Throughout his lifetime, Harold
Deeton participated in all things sports, acting as the secretary-treasurer for the
Edmonton Hockey Club amongst other things.
In 1966, Harold Deeton was inducted into the Edmonton Sports Hall of Fame. A 2010
Salute to Excellence event notes in their program that “Edmonton athletes …(such as
Deeton)… have represented the city credibly in competition, with exemplary
sportsmanship and skill. Our builders of sport have given our city a strong foundation in
which our athletes develop their skills and abilities.”
Harold died in 1969 in Camrose, Alberta just 11 days short of his 87th birthday and is buried in the Edmonton Municipal
Cemetery along with Mary. His eldest daughter, Helen McCleary, died in Edmonton in 2009 at the age of 99.

16.
1913

Jeremiah Heffernan
10841 125 Street
The southeast corner of 125 Street (St. Catherine Street) and 108 Avenue (Green
Avenue) is the location of this beautiful, two storey home that was built in 1913. Other
than the windows that have been replaced, the house remains much in the style it was
when built. Note the front verandah is offset from the rest of the house and it is also
enclosed which is likely a modification over time.
In 1913, Jeremiah (Jerry) Wilfred Heffernan moved to Westmount. He was a barrister
(lawyer) in the firm Byers & Heffernan from 1921 – 1926. He served as a member of the
Legislative Assembly of Alberta sitting with the Liberal caucus in opposition along with
Nellie McClung. He was also the publisher of the Western Catholic and a man that saw
opportunity wherever it lay.

In 1926, Mr. Heffernan moved when he bought the Villa and all its contents at a fire-sale price when its owner declared
bankruptcy. He moved into that 1912, 7,000 square foot green and white Tudor mansion, that has perched on the edge of
Groat Ravine for over a century…likely you have seen it if you’ve looked up as you drive down Groat Road. The original
owner of the Villa, James Kennedy Cornwall, hired one of Edmonton’s leading architects at the time to design the home.
Mr. Cornwall was a MLA in Rutherford’s Liberal government from 1909 - 1913 — until he was forced out of office by
political scandal. Mr. Heffernan lived in the Groat Ravine house until 1968 when it was sold to Jim and Cody Murphy.
Mr. Heffernan was born in 1884 in Picton, Ontario and died in 1969 in Edmonton at the age of 85 years. He is buried in the
Holy Cross Cemetery in Edmonton.
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17.
1912

Henry Arthur Mackie
10818 125 Street

Born in 1876 in Cookshire in Quebec's Eastern Townships and a graduate of McGill University in Montreal, Henry Arthur
Mackie came to the young province of Alberta to establish a law practice in Edmonton in 1907. In 1912, he and his wife
Kate moved into their newly built home, a two-and-a-half storey, modified four-square in the northern tip of Groat Estate
(now part of Westmount).
The Mackie’s raised two children somewhat unimaginatively named Henry Arthur Jr. and Katherine. The younger Henry
followed his father into the law and briefly practiced in his father's firm. Katherine became a secretary. She, too, worked in
her father's firm.
Meanwhile, the senior Mackie was bitten by the political bug. In 1917, he ran for
election in Edmonton East constituency and was elected to Parliament as a
member of the new Unionist government. The Union Party, led by Sir Robert
Borden, who had been the Conservative prime minister, was made up of
Conservatives, Liberals and Independents who supported the introduction of
conscription (in effect, a draft) after a serious decline in voluntary enlistment in the
Canadian Expeditionary Force fighting in the First World War. With the end of the
war in 1918, the Union Party lost much of its relevance and when Borden retired in
1920, many of the MPs returned to the Liberal Party or joined the new Progressive
Party. The day of the Unionists was over. Mackie ran for re-election in Edmonton
East as a Conservative in 1921 but was defeated by the Progressive candidate. This
seems to have been the end of his active political career.
He continued to practice law until his death in 1945. His widow Kate stayed on in
the house until 1967 when, as neighbors later recalled, she moved to Ontario to be
with her daughter.
After that, the house had a number of fairly short-term owners and suffered various regrettable renovations before being
acquired by the current owner in 1985.
Despite the renovations, original features remain. The most attractive are to be found in the main floor study, which retains
its dark-stained woodwork and contains a fireplace with double mantel and built-in bookcases on all four walls. The
bookcases start about five feet from the floor and extend to the ceiling. (Library steps are definitely needed.) The house still
has many of its original windows with their distinctive pointed muntins. At one time, two recessed balconies, reminiscent of
the sleeping porches popular in the American mid-West before the days of air-conditioning, ran across the back of the
second floor. One of the balconies remains; the other was enclosed to create a sun room. There's also a smaller balcony
above the veranda at the front of the house. Millwork and ornate heat registers survive, as well.
The house, the first to be built on the west side of the block as development progressed from 124th Street toward Groat
Ravine, is listed on the city's historic resources inventory.
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18.

Alexander & Lillian MacDonell

1913

10816 125 Street
Throughout the first six years after being built, a series of people lived in this
house as renters including Alexander Duncan (Mac) MacDonell. By 1919, Lillian
MacDonell (who is listed as owner on land titles in September 1919) moved in
(assuming after her marriage) and stayed in the home until 1925. By this time,
Mac was an accountant with FB Matthews Co. then moved to other companies in
1920 then again in 1925. They had two children, John (Jack) MacDonell (b 1918; d
2011) and Anna Margery Gerry. It is interesting to speculate on how it was that
Lillian became the owner but maybe as an accountant, Mac saw some advantages
to having his spouse be an equal partner in life and finances.

Son, John became a leader in Canadian medicine and by 1960 helped develop a
patient-centred model of geriatrics that recognized the desire of the elderly to
work, play, and love to their fullest capacity. For these contributions he received
the Order of Canada in 1976. He helped to build many of the health service
models that are common today. We’d like to think his early formative years in this
house and Westmount helped shape what this important Canadian would become!
Between 1926 and 1987, the property was owned by Salton McGibbon or his estate. During his lifetime, Dr. McGibbon was
an eye, ear, nose and throat specialist. The current owners rented the house between 1984 and 1987 at which time they
purchased the house from Dr. McGibbon’s estate. The current owners are only the 2 nd owner to live here.

19.
1913

Alex C. Grant
10814 125 Street
We know a bit more about the history of this property as until 1988 it was held in the estate of
Dr. Salton McGibben until the tax role was split with the house at 10816 – 125 Street.
In 1913, Alex Grant, a barrister in the firm Macdonald & Grant, called this house home. He lived
here between 1913 – 1925 and then sold it to Dr. McGibben in 1926. From then until 1988 the
house had a series of renters until sold to the current owner that year. The home has been
extensively renovated so many of the original features have been replaced.
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20.
1926

Walter Blackett
10810 125 Street
Walter Edwin Blackett (b 1890; d 1976) was the eldest of 4 children born to John
St. Clair Blackett and Martha Blackett (Robinson). At the time he moved into this
home, he was the Vice President (and Secretary-Treasurer) of Blackett Insurance
Agency. His father, who lived at 10840 125 Street, was the President of the same
company.
Walter was the first occupant of this two storey Craftsman style home. In the
year prior to his moving here, his occupation was listed as Secretary-Treasurer of
Blackett-McManus (and his father was the managing director of the same
company which was in the real estate and insurance business) so it appears they
decided to strike out on their own.
No other information is known about this early resident.

21.
1925

Archibald Bashor
10750 125 Street

This 1925 one and one-half storey, corner lot residence is a wood frame construction building with strong Craftsman design
elements. It is listed on the City of Edmonton’s historic resources inventory.
A building permit for a house valued at $3,500 was recorded on August 11,
1924 and by early 1925, Archibald Bashor, and his daughter, Lavina Bashor
were the first occupants. Mr. Bashor (born: 1884 in Washington State; died
1971 in Edmonton) appears to have moved to Edmonton the year before. He
was married to Mabel Claire Harr (or Harris) but there is no record in
Henderson’s Directory that she lived here as well. Mr. Bashor had another
daughter, Eva and a son, Richard who also lived at this address at various
times. Throughout his whole career, Mr. Bashor worked for Robin Hood Mills
as both a traveller (salesman) and then as a district representative.
It appears Mr. Bashor took in borders and in 1946, Dr. Creighton Robert
Dobson is showing as living at this address. He later married Eva Bashor. They
had two daughters, Jane (1949 – 2011) and Margaret, who lives in the USA. Dr. and Mrs. Dobson continued to live at this
address until the time of his death in 1987…a total of 62 years for the same family! Archibald is also recorded as being at
this address until 1950. Dr. Dobson practiced in Edmonton for many years and is well remembered by those who grew up in
this area. He retired in 1981. The current owners met Jane Dobson and were told by her that their family was the first in the
area to have a TV and that all the neighbourhood kids used to hang out at their house to catch the latest shows and to read
all their comic books!
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While some minor renovations (both inside and out) have occurred over the years, the house remains as neighbours would
have seen it in 1925. Since 1987, the house has been sold four times; the current owners have lived here since 2010.

22.
1912

Gilbert Berg
10740 125 Street

Gilbert Berg was the 2nd occupant of this house having moved to Edmonton in 1913. Edwin Cutler was the first occupant but
as he was contractor, and the fact that he moved after one year, we’ve chosen to highlight Mr. Berg.
Like many Norwegian newcomers to Canada, Mr. Berg was likely drawn by the opportunity to own relatively flat land, for
affordable prices. The Berg family was among the earliest Norwegian settlers landing in Calgary in 1887. Along with his wife
and 5 children he moved to Edmonton. Anna Berg died in 1902 and Gilbert raised their
children; he remarried around 1910. The house at this address was plenty big for a large
family boasting two full floors and a large yard.
Mr. Berg started a general store shortly after arriving here and also operated a bakery
in his residence, which, at the time, was on Jasper Street. In 1909, Berg and four other
Norwegian-Canadians came together as charter members of the First Scandinavian
Lutheran Church (later to become Central Lutheran Church).
By the time Mr. Berg moved to this house he was largely retired and renting out his
store. According to an article called Sons of Norway it was boom time in Edmonton and
he was quoted as saying he was earning more that way than he could by selling “prunes
and Norwegian herring.”
Mr. Berg died in 1936 at the age of 78 and is buried in the Edmonton Cemetery.
The current homeowner recently undertook extensive renovations to the house and yard guaranteeing it will be around for
another 100+ years!

23.
1910

William Peffers
10718 125 Street

If you peek amongst the trees on this property and cast your eyes back…far back…you’ll see the oldest documented house
in Westmount (at least so far) and likely, the smallest!
William Peffers was a carpenter and it is he who is first listed in Henderson’s as living at this address. His tenancy was shortlived as new residents appeared every year thereafter for quick a time.
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Local lore says that there was a stable at the front of the property, and at some point,
this building was put up (likely as housing for those who cared for the horses). As
development on the street progressed, the stable was removed and only housing
remained. It was only in 1912 that Edmonton had its first building code. The house was
later added to with an extension out back that now holds the kitchen and a second floor
that is sleeping quarters. The current owner loves the peaceful environment he has
created within this urban forest.

24.
1920

Arthur E. Glover
10719 125 Street

This home has had several additions over time so it is not easy to see the original shape of the home.
Arthur Glover was a Dominion Land Surveyor when he lived in this house.
The Dominion Land Survey system was initiated by the Canadian Government in
1869 for settlement purposes. It was used to divide most of western Canada into
one-square-mile (2.6 km2) sections for agricultural and other purposes. Surveying
was done with manually controlled instruments to take distance and angular
measurements and so this was not an easy task. Until 1979 Canada Land Surveyors
were called Dominion Land Surveyors (DLS’s), which name goes back to 1874.
Before then, they were called Deputy Surveyors. According to historical documents,
surveyors had great influence in the early days of settling the West and we’d count
Mr. Glover among them.
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25.

Henry Seabrook

1915

10639 125 Street

This house was built in 1915 and the first occupant was Henry Seabrook, a traveler (or salesman) for the Royal Crown Soap
Company. This Canadian company specialized in soap and was headquartered in Vancouver. They were in business from the
early 20th century until the mid-fifties and are well known for their White Naphtha
soap.
In 1912, the westward extension of Jasper Avenue and streetcar service set off a
real estate boom in the areas that would become Westmount and Inglewood.
Some speculators snapped up more than one lot. Often, investors built one house
and lived in it while they developed their other properties. Henry Seabrook did
exactly this, building his first house just across the street (10646) in 1913, and
living there for 2 years while building his craftsman bungalow. Henry’s next-door
neighbour Bert Haddow (10635) was likely watching the construction with interest
– “Bert" would go on to become Chief Engineer of the City of Edmonton,
overseeing construction of the Municipal Airport and many Edmonton roads and
bridges. Henry Seabrook lived in his bungalow until 1921, when he sold it to
Sheriff John Rae, who lived here for the next decade.

26.
1913

Egbert Owen
10714 126 Street
Egbert Owen is listed as the first occupant of this beautiful Foursquare style home. It
was likely one of the last homes built in this area before the slowdown of immigration
and lack of outside investments brought about the real estate collapse.
Mr. Owen was secretary-treasurer for a company called Lyons-Harstone Investment Ltd
but that’s all we know about him and the company.
When the current owner bought the house in 1978, most of the interior space had been
gutted of its original wood floors, mouldings and plaster and lathe walls. Since then
much has been restored to the original look. The house has maintained its steam
radiator system, though the original coal-fired boiler is now a new gas-fired one.
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27.

Fred & Florence Seibert

1914

10741 126 Street

This wonderful 2 storey home, on a quiet street in the Westmount Architectural Heritage Area (WAHA), was the home of
Fred (b 1885) and Florence Seibert. In 1913 there was a lot of construction going on with 8 new houses going up on this side
of the street alone. Fred and Florence moved in to what was 1281 – 26th Street the following year along with a lot of other
newcomers to the neighbourhood.

Fred Victor Seibert was one of the better-known Canadian surveyors, having been with
the federal government and subsequently with the Natural Resources Division of the
Canadian National Railway. He moved to Edmonton, from Ontario, in 1909 and
enlisted in the Royal Flying Corps in 1917, being still in training at the end of hostilities.
While it was originally thought that Florence was his wife, subsequent research makes
us believe she was his sister.
Florence initially made a living as a dressmaker. Within a few years she was a cashier
at Prudential Life Insurance and then a stenographer at the Surveyor’s Branch of the
Government of Alberta. In late 1919, Florence married Thomas Atkinson who initially
found work in Edmonton laying foundations for the swimming pool of Edmonton’s first
Y.M.C.A. and working on the sewer system.
Fred died in Victoria in 1966. He was survived by his wife Winnifred, and a daughter,
Helen. Florence died in 1972.
Family members have bequeathed historical documents to the Musee Heritage in St. Albert.

28.
1912

Robert C. MacDonald
10804 126 Street

Built in 1912, the house is listed on the Inventory of Historical Resources in Edmonton as the Robert MacDonald Residence.
It is a typical Foursquare design with bellcast hip roof design, front veranda and scroll eave brackets.
The original owner Robert Chalmers MacDonald was described in his obituary as a man who sought an adventurous career.
He was an avid outdoorsman, an accomplished horseman and an expert with canoe, snowshoes and rifle. In his early years,
he travelled widely in the prairie provinces with mail contracts and as a fur buyer for the Hudson’s Bay Company. Being a
fluent speaker of the Cree language, he was the translator in the party that secured the surrender of Poundmaker at the
end of the North-West Rebellion led by Louis Riel. Being a true adventurer MacDonald pursued a mining boom in the
Kootenays and then the Yukon gold rush. While in the Yukon he entered the service of the Dominion Government
Telegraphs. He transferred to Edmonton in 1906 where he was appointed as the Superintendent of the government
telegraph service for Alberta and Saskatchewan. His obituary described his love for the outdoors and many harrowing
journeys in the wilderness. The obituary concludes, “…few men were better known and liked throughout the entire
Canadian West”.
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Robert C MacDonald lived in the house until his passing in 1925. Research has found there
have been at least 12 more persons or families that have lived in this house.
One interesting bit of local lore regarding the house is that it was called the Quad House
since quadruplets were born to one of the residents. The story continues that the entire
neighbourhood supported the new parents. A “Quad Squad” was formed to provide
assistance and there were even schedules for neighbours to take the infants for carriage
rides.

29.
1913

Catherine McCauley
10806 126 Street
This inviting four square home on a quiet street was the home of Catherine McCauley. The
current owners have been unable to find anything about Catherine though we know she had
a family as many show up in archival records.
We’re happy to call Catherine McCauley an “Edmonton pioneer”. She helped populate
Westmount which, from 1910 – 1930 was a separate suburb of Edmonton and separated
from the main part of the City by a large empty track of land belonging to the Hudson Bay
Company. One can’t help to wonder if Catherine took advantage of the “new” street car that
ran along 124 Street to Jasper Avenue joining the community to Edmonton proper.

30.
1914

William Jackson
10810 126 Street
This beautiful four-square home was the home of William Jackson. He was an engineer for
the Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia Railway. We don’t know anything more about
Mr. Jackson.

The ED&BC was an early pioneer railway in northwestern Alberta, designed to open up the
Peace River district. It was chartered in 1911 and chided as the “Exceedingly Dangerous and
Badly Constructed Railway”, it took a few years to formulate. Fires, floods, strikes and other
mishaps plagued the line in its early years. Construction started in 1912 from Edmonton
heading toward Westlock and beyond. By July 1914, the railway was completed to the point
where freight could be hauled from Edmonton to the Peace River. Costs, financial
depression, overbuilding by many companies in the west and WWI all curtailed railway
development. As a result, the Government of Alberta bought the railway, and leased it to the
Canadian Pacific Railway for several years.
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31.

Walter Crawford

1912

10812 126 Street
Construction on this four-square house with full front verandah was started in 1912 but first
occupied in 1913.
Walter Crawford was a carpenter for CN Railway at the time but within the next decade he
was a member of the Edmonton Police Services (EPS) and served and protected our City until
his retirement in 1951. Police archival records show from 1892 – 1902, Edmonton had 2
constables, a bicycle and 2 whistles for 700 residents. In the next decade EPS grew to include a
Chief Constable,1 Inspector, 2 Captains, 15 Detectives, 6 Sergeants and 52 Constables. In
1911, EPS hired their first Aboriginal officer and in 1912, the first female officer. Mr. Crawford
was there during an exciting period of growth and policing in Edmonton.
Walter lived in this house for at least 40 years (from 1913 until at least 1953).

32.

William MacLeod

1915

10814 126 Street
William Macleod was a butcher from the time he moved in to this house. Originally a
Manager at Namayo Cash Meat Market (on Namayo Street) for a few years, he then moved
to be a salesman for Swift Canadian Meats in 1919 and started his own business in 1920.

33.
1912

John Morgan
10819 126 Street

John Morgan was the first occupant of this 1 1/2 storey, single-family dwelling on a large, mid-block lot. The 2-bedroom
house has had an addition to the back and offers a full open verandah.
Mr. Morgan was in real estate and this was still a boom time for development in Edmonton and Westmount. In 1901 there
were only 2,626 inhabitants in this settlement, but the population exploded rising to almost 30 times that by 1914. Business
boomed especially in the real estate business but not for long. The speculation in real estate, which made many of Alberta’s
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pioneers wealthy, ended and the bottom dropped out of the market in 1913. There is no
record of Mr. Morgan in the Henderson’s Directory for 1913 either at this residence or
elsewhere in Edmonton. By then, a new resident, Jackson McBurney, had moved in to
this beautiful house. The combination of a worldwide economy slump and the outbreak
of WWI signaled times would soon change.

34.

John Mair

1914

10909 126 Street
According to an August 1911 land title, John Mair bought two adjacent lots, valued at $3,500,
on what was originally called Groat Road then 26th Street and finally 126 Street. A house at
this location is first noted in Henderson’s Directory in 1914. Although it lists John Mair’s
occupation as Manager of the Inglewood Lumber Company, he stated in the original land title
that he was a clergyman. It is likely he held both roles at some time. Mr. Mair sold the
property to Thomas Stacey, a government employee, in 1918 but it appears Mr.Mair
continued to live here for a few years.

35.
1923

Chas Kirkhoff
10915 126 Street
Built in 1923, this house was initially occupied by local artisan, Chas Kirkhoff, of
whom little is known. The Turner family moved into the property in 1925 and called
this home for the next 38 years. The Turners owned and operated a local bakery.
In 1963, the next owners, Karl and Thelma Albert, made significant changes to the
house by enclosing a previously screened porch, installing air conditioning and
starting extensions on the back of the home. While Karl passed away in 1980,
Thelma remarried in 1985, and the family continued to live in the home until 1991
when Thelma and her second husband, Manfred, moved into the house next door.
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This home was then sold to the owners of Great North Productions, Andy Thomson and Patricia Phillips. This
studio was responsible for many great Canadian shows including Acorn the Nature Nut. They made many
significant changes to the structure, including moving the stairwell to the basement, reinforcing the foundation,
updating the kitchen to the heights of 1990 style, and completing the addition to the back of the house begun by
the previous owners.
In 2005, Tim and Tara Berrett, each Canadian Olympians in speed walking and field hockey respectively, took
ownership. The family lived here until 2017 when the Birch family purchased the home.
It is thought that many of the windows on the main floor are original, along with the trim and the upstairs wood
floors. The porch light on the front porch may also be original. Initially, the living room fireplace was not built for
wood fires, but instead had a coal insert. At the base of the fireplace is a one hundred year pit for the coal ashes,
which cannot be emptied (and is about half full today).

36.
1913

Michael & Annie Cassidy
10916 126 Street

Michael John Cassidy was born in Ontario in 1852, to Irish Catholic immigrants, Thomas and Bridget. He left home at 14, to
work the Kansas railroads, saving to purchase a farm. Michael returned in 1886 to visit family and met Annie Gillen. They
married and returned to Kansas, where they had four sons, James, Michael, Martin and Maurice. On October 16, 1893 the
returned to Canada, settling in Edmonton where they purchased 160 acres of land and properties in the City, situated on
what would later become 137th avenue and 142nd street. They had three more children, Joseph, Bridget and Ambrose, and
lived on the farm until Michael's health deteriorated. They built a traditional Foursquare design home on one of their city
properties, and what is now 10916 126 Street, in 1913. They continued to farm their land and raise their seven children. A
carriage house originally allowed two of the eldest to stay just behind the home. The carriage house was removed at an
unknown point.
Maurice went on to join overland freighters who traveled by
horse over the Athabasca trail to Athabasca landing and was
later shipped off to Vancouver to work; however, he returned
when Michael took ill and passed away on July 11, 1943.
Michael Cassidy Sr. is buried in Ontario next to Thomas
Cassidy. Maurice married Catherine Brandle and they had
seven children (George, Maryanna, Frances, Ada, Joseph and
Rita). They lived on the farm and were actively engaged in
the community. Maurice was on the school board and involved
in the building of St. Pius X Church, St. Angela Church, moving
St. Leion School to St. Albert. He died on July 19, 1982 and was
buried at Holy Cross Cemetery on St. Albert Trail. Ada Cassidy married George Theberge and raised her family in Edmonton,
where relatives remain. She subsequently submitted the Cassidy Family to the Names Reserve List for the City. The
application was accepted and you may find their names along a railroad crossing in north Edmonton at the request of the
family. Ironically, the current family is also closely tied to the same railroad.
The family maintained ownership of the original home, through Ambrose Cassidy until 1930 when records show ownership
transferred to James G Fleming from 1931, who resided in the home until at least 1945. We continue to research the
previous home owners and remain thankful to Michael and Annie Cassidy for constructing a home that has stood for over
100 years, housing decades of memories. They were hard working farmers who built a good portion of the foundation of
what is now Edmonton.
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37.
1928

Thomas Ashenhurst
10937 126 Street

Thomas Ashenhurst was born on August 14, 1893 in Luss, Scotland, a small village on the shore of Loch Lomond. He was
one of nine children born to Samuel and Esther Ashenhurst.
At some point prior to the First World War he emigrated to Canada with his eldest brother William. He was living in
Winnipeg when he enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force on October 24, 1914, eventually attached to the 27th
Battallion (City of Winnipeg). He initially remitted his pay to his mother and sister, still living in Glasgow. He was
hospitalized for large portions of the early part of the war with chronic ear infections (much harder to treat prior to
penicillin!) but was released in time to fight at the Somme, Arras, Ypres and Amiens with the rest of his unit. Sgt.
Ashenhurst married a French woman (Marie Eugénie Aubry) in 1918 and was demobilized back to Canada in 1919.
Thomas moved to Edmonton after the war and worked for many years
as the manager of the Edmonton branch of the Canadian
Manufacturer’s Association, an industry trade organization. He was the
first owner listed for this house in 1928 and owned it at least as late as
1955. He passed away in Edmonton on September 28, 1960.
The Ashenhurst house was renovated several times in the ensuing
years, and underwent a large expansion in 2010, fortunately
maintaining the era-appropriate style and design. The present owners
have lived here since 2011.

38.
1930

William Crooks
10941 126 Street
The original occupant of this house was contractor, Joseph Carwell. He lived here for
one year previously being in a different house, on the same street, for two years. It
would appear he built and moved, built and moved. The next occupant, William
Crooks, lived here from 1931 – 1934 and we’ve chosen to profile him.

William was a Manager at Eaton’s Department Store. The T. Eaton Company Limited,
commonly known as Eaton's, was a Canadian retailer that was once Canada's
largest department store chain. It was founded in 1869. Eaton's grew to become a
retail and social institution in Canada, with stores across the country, buying offices
around the globe, and a catalogue that was found in the homes of most Canadians.
The catalogue offered everything from clothing to farming implements. Some
Canadians even purchased their homes from the catalogue, with Eaton's delivering
to them all the materials necessary to build a small prefabricated house. Today, many Eaton's catalogue homes still exist
throughout the country, primarily in the West (and likely in Westmount)!
A changing economic and retail environment in the late 20th century, along with mismanagement, culminated in the
chain's bankruptcy in 1999.
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39.

Arthur G. Steele

1914

10948 126 Street

Arthur G. Steele was a musician when he moved into this 1 ½ storey home that still retains all its original charm. Note the
ornate style of the windows off the full width verandah and above.
Arthur played at the Pantages Theatre. It was located at 10211 Jasper Avenue and was part of an
international chain of vaudeville theatres. Built in 1913, with a capacity of 1600 seats, it would
have been an exciting place to work. According to the Edmonton Historical Board, the entrance
was rather opulent as it was finished with Italian and Greek marble panels trimmed with bronze
and beveled glass. The details included molded carvings and plaster relief work (including lion
heads, dolphins, garlands, scrolls, cartouches, and other classical elements), hand-painted murals,
dome lights in the ceiling, and walls paneled with red damask silk imported from China!
Mr. Steele lived here for one year only. Subsequent residents in the early years included a dental
laboratory worker, an employee of Phoenix Café, and a financial, mortgage, and real estate
broker amongst others. Don’t forget 1914 was the beginning of WWI and many Edmontonians would have left to serve our
country overseas. No record was found that tells us the path taken by Arthur Steele.

40.
1914

James Helps
10952 126 Street
James Helps was the first occupant of this 2 storey home. He was a Manager for Clark Brothers &
Company, a wholesale stationery business whose office was located at 629 – 104th Street.
The house design is unique in that it does not appear to follow a Craftsman or FourSquare style
common to the day. There is no open verandah and the windows are not original. At the time this
house was constructed there was a fire hall on the next block to the north so it might not have
been the quiet street that it is today.
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41.
1922

Edward Hartley
11007 128 Street

This one and one-half storey residence is a wood frame construction building with Craftsman design influences. The roof is
high-pitch, side-facing gable, with projecting eaves. The façade is dominated by a large wall dormer with a shed roof, and
there is an open verandah. This home is on the City of Edmonton historic resources inventory.
Edward Hartley, a chauffeur for Imperial Oil, already lived in the neighbourhood
when he applied for a building permit for this residence. This permit allowed for
construction of a residence valued at $3,000…a lot of money for a person in this
type of employment. Mr. Hartley moved in to the house in 1922 and lived here
until 1933. He later worked as a salesman (as well as chauffeur) for Imperial Oil.
Several other people have lived in this home over the years including a clerk for
Dominion Bank, a postal employee, a plumber with the Alberta government, a
CNR inspector, and a foreman with the Hoover Machine Co.
The current owners love their house and are proud to display its heritage from
their verandah.

42.
1914

John Alexander Buchanan
10533 127 Street

1914 was a momentous year. As Canada declared war on Germany, Gustave Lechien was moving into his brand-new house
on 127 Street. Although the original owner of the house, Mr. Lechien who was a mining engineer, only resided here for two
years.
After a succession of one-year owners, John Alexander “Buck” Buchanan moved into the house in 1920. He was born in
1887 in the rural community of Comber, a small town in southwestern Ontario. The online version of Henderson’s Directory
contains records up to, and including, 1953. At that time, it lists Mr. Buchanan’s occupation as a Civil Engineer and
businessman with the Buchanan-Lipsey Construction Company. Therefore, we know that he lived here for at least 33 years,
although physical archives would provide a more exact date of when he no longer owned this house. As a side note, his wife
Alma was listed in the Directory with him in 1953.
John was an accomplished land surveyor in Peace River Country and the Northwest Territories. In fact, Buchanan Creek,
found in the northern part of Alberta, is named after him.

Page | 28

John and Alma had two children, who were successful Edmontonians in
their own right. Douglas J. Buchanan was a World War II bomber pilot,
who was killed in action in 1945. Daughter Margaret Dell Buchanan
became an accomplished architect. She was the first woman to graduate
in architecture from the University of Alberta (1937) as well as the
second woman in the province (and among the first five in Canada) to
register as an architect in 1938.
Mr. Buchanan seemed to always be developing his professional skills and
was open to new challenges. He joined the Progressive Conservative
Party and was appointed Senator by Prime Minister John Diefenbaker in
1959. He retired from the Senate in 1965. John Alexander Buchanan
passed away in 1976.
If the walls of 10533 127 St. could talk, surely they would share tales of
both joy and sorrow during the Buchanans’ time in this modest century
home.
The current owners purchased the house in March 2018 and are
endeavouring to stay true to the design and styling of the original structure. Several elements may have been changed over
the decades, although many of the windows and the wonderfully functional clawfoot bathtub remain as in the early days.
Although the basement has never been totally finished, the original beams are exposed, and are as strong as ever.

43.
1913

Orland Pearce
10531 127 Street
Mr. Pearce was employed at the Canadian Investment Company when he first
took up residence at this home, one of the earlier houses built during the real
estate boom period of 1910 - 1914. This company also employed several other
members of the Pearce family in executive capacities, but it is not known what
role Orland had. By 1914 he listed his occupation to include Alta Peace River
Securities, so he was a busy man!
No other information is known about Orland Pearce, including how long he lived
at this address.

Page | 29

44.

William Herlihy

1927

10526 127 Street

Mr. Herlihy was a traveller (or salesman) for Great Western Garment. He was born in Prince Edward Island about 1893 so
was ~34 years old when he took up residence. By 1935 (if not before) he had moved.
1911 was a boom year for Edmonton. Real estate values were high, and many new shops,
businesses and houses were built. Alberta's first Premier, Alexander C. Rutherford, City
Councillor and owner of the Alberta Hotel, Alfred E. Jackson, and Charles A. Graham, a
former buyer and salesman with Revillon Dry Goods, established the Great Western
Garment Company (GWG) on January 30, 1911, with a strong belief in the future of the
young city. They also recognized the need for a supply of functional, hard-wearing
clothing for the province's growing workforce. From 1917 to 1953, the factory was
located at the corner of 97th Street and 103rd Avenue. By 1927 when William was taking
orders throughout the area, sales throughout western Canada grew to $1.4 million.
By the company's 75th anniversary in 1986, it was one of Alberta's largest industrial
enterprises, with 950 operators working day and night shifts.
The closure of the company in 2004 was a significant loss to Edmonton. Throughout its history, GWG was a very inventive
company including being the first, in the 1920’s, to use pre-shrunk denim. William Herlihy likely spoke highly of this new
innovation to all his customers!

45.
1928

James Taylor
10508 127 Street
The real estate collapse in 1913 set the stage for 30 years of marginal growth in
Edmonton. There was some recovery in the 1920’s but a North American depression
was looming. Such was the times when it was built.
This beautiful home on the west side of the street was first occupied in 1928 by James
Taylor. He was a Manager at E. A. Lilly Adjustment Agency, an insurance adjuster
company, that had offices in the Tegler Building. At this time, the phone number for his
work was 1794…only 4 digits! The Tegler Building was an historic office building built in
1912 and, at the time, was the largest building in Western Canada. It was located at the
corner of 102 Ave and 101 Street. Once the tallest building in Edmonton at seven
stories, it was demolished in December 1982 to make way for the Bank of Montreal
which has since been demolished in 2018.

Today, this home has a beautiful garden and is an oasis for the current owners who cherish the heritage and memories
people like James Taylor made.
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46.

Robert McDonald

1912

10347 Villa Ave

The first owner of our house moved in 1912. Robert McDonald might have seen the advertisements in the Edmonton
Bulletin paper in February 1912 for this 'Best Built Home'. Robert, his wife Mary, and their 5 children lived in the house
with their two maids.
Robert was the proprietor/owner of the Yale Hotel and bought the Selkirk
Hotel in 1913 which became the most modern hostelry in the Capital City. The
Selkirk Hotel had a reputation as a 'sportsman's hotel' and McDonald
promoted sporting events including boxing and wrestling. He included the
boxer Jack Dempsey and "Louie 'Kid' Scaler amongst his many friends. The
Selkirk Hotel has been replicated in Fort Edmonton Park and its rooms can still
be booked. However, the price is a long way from the European Plan in 1913
of $1.50 per night.
The neighbourhood local lore about this house was that the sandstone blocks
for the front facade arrived in the middle of the night on horse drawn wagons, supposedly spirited away from the building
site of the Governor's Mansion nearby. (Thank you to Audrey Hodgson, longtime resident, neighbour and friend of the
current owners.)
The McDonald family grew to 7 children and they eventually moved to a larger house overlooking the river in Oliver but the
house on Villa stayed in the family name until 1942.
The current owners would like to think that this house was full of family and fabulous entertaining in 1912 and that that
hasn't changed in 100+ years.

47.
1914

John Haigh
10523 129 Street
The City of Edmonton was incorporated in 1904 (and became the capital of Alberta in 1905)
and 127 Street defined its western boundary. A decade later the City had already begun to
expand.
The first occupant of 1061 – 129 Street (now 10523 – 129 Street) was John Haigh. In 1913,
there were very few houses on 129th Street …not more than a dozen along the whole section
of what is Westmount. By 1914, there were 8 houses on this block alone.
All attempts to find John Haigh’s occupation in both Henderson’s and the 1916 Census of the
Prairie Provinces were not fruitful. John lived at this location for one year only.
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48.

Designated Municipal Historic Resources

The numbers for these homes appear in brown on the street map; photos are arranged from top to bottom of each column.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Griffith Residence
Hunt Residence
Charles Barker Residence
Chandler Barn
Chandler Residence
Dr. Terwillegar Residence
Duncan Cameron Residence
William O’Leary Residence
Wallbridge Residence
Street Railway Substation #600

12526 109A Ave
12520 109A Ave
10834 125 Street
10828 125 Street
10828 125 Street
10727 125 Street
10727 126 Street
10544 126 Street
12606 104 Ave
10643 124 Street
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